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CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON’S REVIEW OF HIS MINISTRY

In 1846, Christopher Anderson called a special meeting of the church, to tell those who had joined more recently why the church had come into existence during November 1806 when there were already other Baptist churches in Edinburgh and generally to remind all the members of the principles on which it had been founded.
 The particular focus of his address was centred on the differences between the ‘English’ and ‘Scotch’ Baptist principles. Anderson insisted that at the time of the constitution of his congregation only one ‘English’ Baptist church was fully operational in Scotland. This church, pastored by George Barclay, was in Kilwinning.
 His own very full notes of what he said, are reproduced here. The words in square brackets were added to the original manuscript by Hugh Anderson, when he prepared the notes for publication in Life and Letters; the footnotes in this section, other than references to that book, are Hugh’s footnotes in Life and Letters.


NOTES OF ADDRESS TO THE CHURCH

Had the communication of these particulars been due only to myself, I think I may say, that you would never have known them, or been informed of them in this world; but they are particulars which I think now you should all know, because they are due to the cause of God in which we are both en​gaged, a cause which I desire may be far dearer to us both than life itself.

[The following is] but a meagre and very imperfect sketch.  At the same time bear in mind that it is strictly a confidential statement.  It is not a subject for loose and easy conversation, but one that is now submitted to you for reflection or medita​tion and secret prayer.

Many of you have heard that what brought me into the ministry here in this city, was a strong desire to be engaged as a missionary in India.  It was this desire, cherished for years, that led me to abandon a situation which was supposed to be one in which, if I had remained, I should have been in widely different circumstances from [those in] which I am at this moment.

About this time I met with a few Christian brethren in a weekly meeting, and with two in particular, both still alive,
 opened a small place of worship.  These two were Mr. Cox and Mr. Gray.

All this died away.  I went to England for some time, but it now appeared to many as though my constitution would never stand a warm climate.  Besides this, Mr. Fuller was anxious to retain me at home, especially after Mr. Pearce’s death.

At that time I was desirous of making a first attempt in Scotland.  We had then no [English] Baptist Church in the country, except the recent attempt by Mr. Barclay, and one at Glasgow that failed by the removal of Mr. Lister to Liverpool.

With the body known as Scotch Baptists, we could not unite for two reasons:

1.  As to the nature and ordinances of a Church.

2.  As to the work of the ministry.

There was considerable difference too, as to doctrine, but passing this-

First.  We saw no ordinances, save Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Second.  We thought it was the privilege and duty of every Church to support its own pastor; that he ought to give himself not to any business, but to study and prayer and the ministry [of the Word.]

When I left Bristol there was one Church where it was thought I might or should have remained, and again in Lon​don another, to have [become] assistant and successor to old Abraham Booth.

But none of these things moved me.  I must try Edinburgh.

It had been said that whenever a man became a Baptist in Scotland, he shrank within his own denomination, or spent his zeal in trying to make others Baptists.

For this, being now an accepted member of a Missionary body, I had no taste whatever, and never have [had] since.  I wanted to begin at the beginning.  Accordingly, when I first began, I had to do so in the pulpit all alone.  It was easy for me then to sing, so that each service I had the whole to do.  Sing, read, pray, sing, preach, sing, and pray.

On looking over the pulpit, I was in the midst of strangers. I had no one able or willing to pitch a tune.

The support and enjoyment I had in all this I need not describe.

My object, however, was explained from the pulpit from the beginning, and frequently.

It was to ascertain whether, in the providence of God, I was to remain.

The one idea in my own mind was the conversion of sinners.

I intimated from the pulpit that I should be at home on Monday evenings, and would be happy to see any one who chose to call,
 but that there were two subjects on which I could hold no conversation in the first instance, – Baptism and Church-government.

Others I informed repeatedly that I should never he known as a man that enticed Christians away from churches already in existence, whether Baptist or Independent; that I should never be known as a stealer of sheep; my object was very dif​ferent.  My desire was after the lambs rather than sheep, or to gather those to the Redeemer who were not already gathered.

And if this should be the result, then I would remain to see what would come out of the attempt.

In the course of the following year, however, 1807, the Word was remarkably acknowledged of God, so that after meeting in Richmond Court from November 1806, about twelve souls seemed to be brought home to God. [There were] four others, including myself, sixteen in all.

To them I had explained again and again, my views of a Christian Church ; that I thought we had simply two positive Divine ordinances to observe, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; but that I believed it to be at once the duty and the high privilege of a Church to support its own pastor, in order that he may give himself wholly to the work.

On religious grounds I disapproved of any pastor in such a city being engaged in secular business.  I regarded it not only as unscriptural, but founded on covetousness.

With the exception of good old Archibald Maclean, there had never been anything of the kind in Scotland. Of course, this mode was not regarded with a favourable eye by many of the people called Baptists.

In justice to the past and present members, the sophistry of the day may be glanced at.

A favourite example quoted was no less than Paul an Apostle. I used to tell some it was of no use to quote him as an example, except they wrought during the night and preached through the day. He laboured day and night that [he might not be chargeable unto any of them, 1 Thess. ii. 9.] And besides, it was he that enjoined on the Churches this duty.  Even so hath the Lord ordained, [that they who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel, 1 Cor. ix. 14.]

Meeting one of their pastors who was engaged in business one day, he began to congratulate me. I inquired for what? Because you are so happy as to be able to preach without being supported. I told him he was so far mistaken, as I should be happier still, when the Church was able to support me, because people were never so happy themselves as when they knew, and also did their duty.

From the beginning I have always considered that it was a favour bestowed by the Saviour upon any Church to support its pastor. He can never be repaid by money, but by esteem and consistent walking, by love and peace among themselves.

The Saviour had placed His ministering servants, how​ever unworthy, in the nearest resemblance to Himself of any other human beings.

They were to be distinguished for two peculiarities, - 

1. Their dependent state. – 2. Their independent spirit.  Not that they desired any gift, but they were to give the Church the occasion and opportunity of producing fruit which would abound to their account, both in this world and in that which is to come.

Even so hath the Lord ordained, &c.  See Gal. vi. 6-10.  Let there be no deceit or mockery in this matter, for God will not be mocked in it.

Many members of Christian Churches are blind on this subject.  They do not see through the subject, and they will be corresponding losers another day when they are done with all efforts whatever.

On these principles I never could accept of what is called, vulgarly and improperly here in the house of God, a salary.   This is a word which ought never to be applied to [the support of] a pastor of a Christian Church, and it has been one of the sweet gratifications of my past life, that I have never had, and never would receive, what is called a fixed stipend or salary.

Excuse this digression for your own sakes.  I have men​tioned the subject because it was so fully expressed and under​stood at the formation of the Church.

I had something of my own, and I used to explain myself familiarly thus, -

Well - we are going to sea in an open boat; I will take one oar, and you must every one do the same, according to your ability.

This little flock sent me an invitation to become their pastor; so, after they so heartily engaged to do their part, I accepted.

The Church was [then] set in order, and the ordination took place on Thursday, 21st January 1808, and the 24th was the first Sabbath.

I preached from ‘Now [we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord],’ 1 Thess. iii. 8,] explaining the serious connexion between us, showing that the Church had a serious part to perform.

They might sweeten or embitter his days - make him sick of life, or keep him in joy and vigour – kill him or keep him alive; for ‘now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.’

We sat down at the Lord’s table together, sixteen in number, and some of them were for supposing there never had been anything like it before, as out of the sixteen there were twelve who had never partaken of the Lord’s Supper before.

It was very distinctly explained to them that it was only because of this character of the Church that I had remained, and that I wished it to be understood that, in order to retain me, it must remain of this character.

I had begun to preach simply with the design and desire for the conversion of sinners, and let the Church increase as it might, or any of the members yield only disappointment, my wish was that the great majority should ever be my own chil​dren in the faith of Christ Jesus.  Now, I have considered this is one of the many tokens of the divine mercy that the Church has remained [of that character.]

It was at first, and various times since, explained that they must bear in mind that I was an accepted Missionary, and prevented from going to India, merely because it was judged by medical advice to be too warm a climate for my constitu​tion; that they must ever regard themselves as united for the spread of the Gospel; that they must never expect me to be diverted from this object ; and that, consequently, I must occasionally go out and leave them.

The darkest and most neglected parts of our own country lay on my heart, and, as I could not go abroad, I must prove myself to be of the same mind at home.

Hence the interest I was led to take – 

1st. In the Highlands and Islands of Scotland ; and then, 

2d.  In the far more deplorable state of Ireland.

As for India, with our brethren there, it never could be erased from my mind. How strange would it have seemed then had any one told me that I should [meet with] two of them, and that my house should be the [temporary home] first of dear Brother Ward, and then of as dear Dr. Marshman.

Now, in looking over the long period that has passed away, it may, and I hope will be, of some service to you all, to hear for once what has been done for you as a Church; but always with a view, remember, to the conversion of sinners.

We entered Richmond Court Chapel 23d November 1806, consequently, in 1818, we had been twelve years there.

It had been so crowded, and the breaths of the audience so oppressive, that I believe it brought on that complaint in my head under which I suffered for many years.

It was necessary to have larger and better accommodation, but where, and above all, how was it to be obtained?

This place (Charlotte Chapel) was then for sale, and after serious consideration, and in faith, I was obliged to take the ​whole responsibility on myself and purchase it.  It cost 2500 in all.

It had to be thoroughly altered and repaired, and the vestries built at the back, and the whole as already stated cost £2500.

.

Having then laboured to reduce this debt by at least £1000, thus the concern had to remain for a considerable time.

I had to borrow the remaining £1500, and was kindly accommodated with it, but for this there was £75 to be paid annually, as the interest was then 5 per cent.

This in time, however, has been gradually reduced, and by certain members of the Church as well as myself, till there has only to be raised £30 annually.  The present debt is £700, and when £200 more has been got, there the thing should stop.  The interest, about £20 per annum, is a trifle left for the next generation, as a fixture to secure the repair of the building.

When any call on me to assist in clearing off all their debt, I never assist them.  Such is human nature as yet, that when any number come into possession of a building that cost them nothing, it is sure to go into disrepair, and these people will often meanly beg others to help them to repair it!

Had any one beforehand told me it would be necessary, on behalf of the cause here, to bear up and go through all this expense, of course I should have seen no way in which it could have been borne, but then it would not have been an undertaking of faith.

But I made a point of always living below my means.  One year, from what I had myself, I had no income at all, yet I spoke not a word of it, got through, and the Lord has carried us through all.

Before now finally returning to the cause within the walls, or the Church itself, [allow me to say] that all that I have now stated has required both faith and patience.  Money never cost me any anxious thought compared with what the Church has done.

To go into this in detail would be a vain attempt, yet after this long period, oh how solemn the review to you, the surviv​ing members!

Various members, alas! too many, have gone apparently to destruction, and two or more yet alive seem to be on the same road.  One man, once a member of this Church, a Welsh​man, put an end to his own existence.

A goodly number, however, are now, I have no doubt, before the Throne, and in waiting for us.

Nor in surveying the city is the review less solemn.  Look at the ministers of Edinburgh of all denominations.  There seem to be only three or four as resident ministers older than myself 
 – all the rest are gone, and the majority of their people with them!

At the same time, speaking of ministers of Christ, and that among ourselves - I have reserved this to the last - we have had our eye on the [ministry] of the gospel emanating from ourselves -that if any talents suitable for the ministry in the eye of the Church were found, we were bound to call them forth, and be at some expense [to provide means for im​proving them.] Now, it cannot but be matter of great thank​fulness to our blessed Lord, that as there were sixteen of us on sitting down at first at the table of the Lord, so about six​teen have been so called [from among us to the ministry,] though you will not expect that I should enter this evenin​g into the particulars of their history.

[At this point in Life and Letters there is a row of asterisks – Has a section of the original notes been omitted?  Hugh Anderson does not explain why the asterisks are there.]

I have often been spoken to in reference to pecuniary matters, and this has always been gratifying.  But there has, no doubt, on my part, been a degree of silence and backwardness, which, as far as I am able to judge, has arisen out of my principles as a Christian.  When I accepted the pastoral office, I resolved in the strength of divine grace, not only to be your pastor, but in some respects to try to set an example in some things which I felt persuaded it would be your interest, and your duty, and your highest happiness to follow.  In order, however, to your listening to me and following, I thought it was incumbent on me on many accounts to establish myself in your confidence, esteem, and affection, by a uniform course of kindness and care.  All this I thought necessary, because I was aware that I should call upon you to act a part which, alas! is too little understood by many members of churches called Christian.

If then I am not greatly deceiving myself, I believe that now after more than forty years’ labour in one direction, I have your confidence and your affection, just as far as it is perhaps safe for any man in my situation to have them, and I am sure I have them in a much greater degree than I deserve.

[At this point in Life and Letters there is again a row of asterisks, with no explanation.]

-------------------------

Brian Talbot noted the similarity of the ecclesiastical position that Christopher Anderson expressed in letters to friends in 1806 with the formal public statement he made in 1846 to his congregation.
 ‘A comparison of the private correspondence with his formal address indicates that Anderson had maintained over these decades the same objections to Scotch Baptist practices and principles. An extract from an 1806 letter sets out his opinions of the followers of ‘good old Father McLean’.

The doctrines and principles of Mr McLean’s Church I do in general and always did approve of...... I long to see [them show] more zeal for the glory of God, and more diligence in devising and using means for gathering in the ordained unto eternal life.  If they would address the conscience as well as the understanding of men, or be more frequent and pointed in their addresses, and speak with a little more life, it is likely that the Lord’s Day evening they have begun would be more easily gathered and kept together.  Their sentiments also respecting the pastoral office are a great deal too low. From the height of clerical dignity they have run to the opposite extreme, and seem to imagine a man can attend to the Church of God, his family, and a worldly calling, and do justice to all, at least their practice seems to warrant this opinion.  Not that I think a Church should be without a pastor until they can support him, or that two or three years at a university is necessary for the office. - far from it.  A pastor may be chosen and labour with his own hands till the Church can support him. (Life and Letters pp. 64–5)

The 1846 sermon notes record the following points:

With the body known as Scotch Baptists, we could not unite for two reasons:-

1.
As to the nature and ordinances of a Church.

2.
As to the work of the ministry.

There was considerable difference too, as to doctrine, but in passing this -

First.  We saw no ordinances, save baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Second.  We thought it was the privilege and duty of every Church to support its own pastor; that he ought to give himself not to any business but to study and prayer and the ministry [of the Word](Life and Letters p 418)

Anderson provided an accurate description of the views promulgated by the stricter party amongst the Scotch Baptists typified by their revered leader Archibald McLean. The more liberal Scotch Baptist elders, however, such as Dr James Watt of Glasgow and Henry Dickie, of Bristo Place Baptist Church, Edinburgh, could not have been faulted for a lack of evangelistic zeal or for inflexibity in their style of Christian ministry. The differences between ‘English’ and Scotch Baptists, though, regarding the status of their pastors, the manner of the observance of the Lord’s Supper, the style of preaching in their services, and the ability to handle changes in their practices separated the two constituencies.  The inherent conservatism within Scotch Baptist circles allied with their emphasis on obedience to decrees from the mother church in Edinburgh was to prove unworkable even within their own ranks.  It was, therefore, no surprise that Anderson preferred the greater freedom exhibited within English Particular Baptist circles.’

Source:

Hugh Anderson, The Life and Letters of Christopher Anderson, Edinburgh, 1854, pp 417–26.

�  Life and Letters, p. 70.


�  Life and Letters, p. 418.


�  Both since gone.  Mr. Gray died 7 November 1848; Dr. Cox, 5 September 1853.


� To this arrangement he adhered till the end of his labours in the Chapel, religiously reserving that evening, when in Edinburgh, for this one object for nearly forty-five years.


� These three or four referred to died before him, leaving Mr. Anderson for some time the oldest minister, as to residence and labour, in the city.


� Brian R. Talbot, ‘The Origins of the Baptist Union of Scotland, 1800-1870’, unpublished Ph.D thesis, University of Stirling, 1999, p 127–9, published later by Paternoster Press as Common Identity.





